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Send your friends and family on a trip down
memory lane - full of photos from the 1920’s to
now of local sports heroes contributed by area
readers! 

Convenient size to lay out on a table to leisurely
gaze through.
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The 1939 Kendallville

High School Comet,

Charles “Bud” Smith,

was the first player to

lead the Northeast

Indiana Athletic Conference in 

basketball scoring two years in a row.
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“Even if you are on the right

track, you'll get run over 

if you just sit there.”
Will Rogers

Metz High School

The 1939-40 Metz High School basketball team members

were Coach Everett (Bill) Cass, Owen Word, Forrest Buell,

Don Cox, Gaylord Warsop, William Gallutia, Walter Lechleidner,

Harry Wells, Jake Fifer, Don Brunkhart and Harvey Davis.

Carl Hansen is
shown landing from 
a pole vault jump.

Record  BreakersWhile a student in 1975 at DeKalb HighSchool, Carl Hansen (left) set the schoolpole vault record of 13’ 10.5” and wasfirst team all-area in 1975. He held theschool record for 25 years until 2000when Anthony Wagler (right), coached by Hansen, vaulted to 14’ 6.5” to set a new school record.

Northeast Indiana Conference Honors
Karl J. Beer, M.D., a 1974 Angola High School graduate, had first team Northeast Indiana

Conference honors in football and basketball. Later he was inducted into Angola High

School Athletic Hall of Fame. He received a football scholarship to the University of

Indianapolis where he became an Academic All-American Tight End in 1977. Dr. Beer is

now an orthopedic surgeon in Toledo, Ohio, where he lives with his wife and six children.
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One of northeastern Indiana’s greatest sports figures of the 20th century

was Ford Christopher Frick, who was a Major League baseball executive for

over three decades.

Frick was born in Wawaka on Dec. 19, 1894. His family moved

to Brimfield in 1900 and he graduated from Rome City 

High School in 1910.

In 1915, he graduated from DePauw University,

Greencastle, and in 1916 he took a job as a school

teacher in Colorado. Later he also began working for the

Colorado Springs Gazette and soon gave up teaching to

concentrate on work as a newspaper reporter. 

In 1921, he was offered a sports writing job for the 

New York American, which he accepted. Later he worked

for the New York Evening Journal. He covered the New York Yankees and struck up a friendship

with the team’s star, Babe Ruth. He later became Ruth’s ghostwriter and a golf and bridge partner.

In 1930, Frick expanded his sports reporting to radio and worked as a sportscaster with WOR in

New York. In February 1934, he was named the first director of the National League Service Bureau, 

the publicity arm for baseball’s National League.

Shortly before his 40th birthday, Frick was elected president of the National League, a position he held until 1951.

In the late 1930s, Frick played a central role in establishing the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in

Cooperstown, N. Y. Later during his tenure as National League president, when several members of the St. Louis

Cardinals planned to protest Jackie Robinson’s breaking of baseball's color barrier, 

Frick threatened any players involved with suspension.

In September 1951, he succeeded Happy Chandler as commissioner of baseball. He served as baseball 

commissioner until his retirement in 1965. He was elected into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1970.

Frick died in New York state on April 10, 1978 at the age of 83.

The Hall of Fame created the Ford C. Frick Award in 1978 to honor his name, and presents the award 

annually to a baseball broadcaster for major contributions to the game.

Ford C. Frick with 

Babe Ruth.

Ford Frick, lower right, at 

1970 Hall of Fame 

induction ceremonies.
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ORDER
NOW!

Books due to arrive in November
2005 and may be picked up at a KPC
office near you or books may be
shipped to you for $5.00 per book.


